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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 6/16/2008 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 47-54 and 56-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Acres (US 6,371 ,852) in view of Acres et al (US 5,752,882), 
Olsen (US 6,21 7,448), Stupak et al (US 5,851 ,147), and Pease et al (US 
5,326,104). 

4. Regarding claims 47-50, 52-54, 61 , 66 and 68, Acres '852 discloses a 
jackpot system for an allocation of wins from at least one jackpot to players 
playing at a plurality of gaming positions. The jackpot system comprises a 
computer network associated with the gaming positions (col. 3, lines 7-16), a 
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Computing engine included in the computer network and having a memory for 
receiving inputs from the gaming positions and at least one output for 
communicating information to the players at the gaming positions (col. 5, lines 
10-31), a pay table associated with the jackpot having a plurality of possible 
winning entries and respective wins associated with each of the winning entries 
(col. 7, lines 55-61). Acres '852 does not explicitly disclose a selection generator 
and a means for comparing the generated selection with the pay table. However, 
since Acres '852 discloses reel slot game machines (Fig. 2; col. 6, lines 42- 43), 
and since it would have been well known that when activate the spin button of 
the slot game machine, an outcome is randomly selected and is compared with 
the winning entries of a pay table, Acres '852 obviously encompasses the well- 
known selection generator for generate a selection outcome and means to 
compare the selected outcome with the winning entries of the game table as 
claimed. Acres '852 does not explicitly disclose that the pay table is capable of 
being configured by an operator. However, Acres '882 discloses configuring the 
pay table in accordance with the reconfiguring command (col. 3, lines 3-12), and 
Olson discloses allowing the operator to configure the pay table associated with 
the jackpot (col. 13, lines 51-54; and col. 22, lines 9-15). 

Furthermore, Pease teaches paytables that are configurable at a system 
workstation (column 21 , lines 62-65). Stupak teaches jackpots with associated 
(and player-chosen) paytables (column 6, lines 1-9). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the pay table associated with the 
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jackpot being capable of being configured by an operator as taught by Acres '882 
and Olsen to the jackpot system of Acres '852 along with the explicit teaching of 
a jackpot paytable and configurable paytables of Pease and Stupak in order to 
allow the operator to control paybacks of the jackpot game system. 

5. Regarding claim 51 , Acres '852 discloses inputting the amount bet at a 
gaming machine (col. 5, lines 10-20). 

6. Regarding claims 56-60: using a random number generator used in 
conjunction with a counter to receive seed numbers from the counter, and 
varying the probability of winning in response to amount of bet, or in response to 
time of day would have been well known to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made. 

7. Regarding claim 62, Acres '852 discloses transferring wins to a plurality of 
gaming stations (col. 7, lines 51-64). 

8. Regarding claims 63-65, Acres '852 discloses depositing a portion of 
wager to the jackpot (col. 7, lines 43-44). Further, as to claim 65, winning of one 
jackpot will trigger into a further jackpot game would have been well known to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made. 

9. Regarding claim 67: implementing a duplicating system to double check 
the accuracy of the main system would have been well known to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made. 

10. Regarding claims 69-83, refer to discussion in claims 47-68 above. 
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1 1 . Regarding to claim 84: Acres '882 discloses wherein an item of 
information relating to the identity of the gaming position comprises an 
identification of a slot machine (col. 10, lines 56-57; and col. 16, lines 50-56). 

12. Regarding claim 85, Acres '882 discloses wherein an item of information 
relating to a player attribute comprises player name or membership of a group 
(col. 27, line 56; and col. 14, lines 4-5). 

13. Regarding claim 86, Acres '852 discloses wherein an item of information 
relating to player activity level comprises rate of play (col. 5, lines 19-20). 

14. Regarding claim 87, Olsen discloses wherein an item of information 
relating to an external event comprises a manual input from an operator (col. 13, 
lines 51-53). 

15. Regarding claim 88, Olsen discloses wherein the indicator comprises a 
loudspeaker (col. 5, lines 54-67). 

16. Regarding claim 89, relating a win to a jackpot amount via the size of bet 
would have been well-known and obvious matter of design choice. 

17. Regarding claim 90, Acres '882 discloses a plurality of slot machines are 
adjacent connected to an associated floor controller over a network (Fig. 1), 
Acres '882 obviously discloses an associated player at an adjacent slot machine. 

18. Regarding claims 91 and 92, the sequence of numbers defining a winning 
entry is an obvious design choice, as any person in charge of defining the 
paytables as discussed above would be able to set any type of winning 
combination desired, including but not limited to random and consecutive 
numbers. 
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19. In re claims 93-95, please see the rejections discussed above, mutatis 
mutandis. 

Response to Arguments 

20. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 47-90 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

21. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. De Keller discloses a method for playing a casino game. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to KEVIN Y. KIM whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3215. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 
alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/782,590 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3714 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Kevin Y Kim/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3714 

/XUAN M. THAI/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714 



